SOVIET UNDERSTANDING

tangible dictatorship varies directly with the degree to
which the spontaneous Socialisation of economic life
had previously developed "under capitalism. That is to
say, the proletarkt must dictate, and go on dictating,
until the standard of living shall have risen to such a
level as to provide a basis of freedom in the field of
thought-action that will no longer merit the description
of dictatorship.   In other words, the more food is
available, the less is the need for rationing, and what
applies to food applies also to every other material
condition of satisfaction.  The elimination of scarcity
can never be absolutely attained, for the economic
basis of necessity, the need to work and the unlimited
horizon of wants, are permanent ratios, but there can
be no questions of the direction in which it is possible
to move.   Communism, the realisation of the con-
ditions: "From each according to his power: to each
according to his need/* is the limit of the dictatorship,
which proceeds endlessly in the direction of its real
fulfilment.
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